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SCHEDULE, MAY 17-21, 2009 
SUNDAY, MAY 17   
 

12:00 am – 6:00 pm     Registration 
  
3:00 pm – 6:00 pm    Board of Directors Meeting (by invitation only) (Nile Rooms II & III) 
  
3:00 pm – 6:00 pm   Young Professionals Forum (Nile Room I) 
  
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm Welcome Reception (sponsored by Conrad Cairo Hotel) (Barbeque Terrace, 3rd 

Level, Conrad Cairo Hotel) 
 
MONDAY, MAY 18          
 

7:45 am – 5:00 pm  Registration  
  
9:00 am – 10:45 am Opening Ceremony 
  
10:45 am – 11:15 am Break 
  
11:15 am – 11:50 am Workshop 1: Destination Egypt—Something for Everyone 
  
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm Lunch Break (on own) 
  
2:00 pm – 2:45 pm Workshop 2: Rebirth of Destination Egypt: Leading in Troubled Times 
  
2:45 pm – 3:15 pm Break 
  
3:15 pm – 4:45 pm Workshop 3: Special Presentation: Bringing the World to Africa–Opportunities for 

Africa with the FIFA 2010 World Cup 
  
6:15 pm  Buses depart from Conrad Cairo Hotel to Dinner  
  
7:30 pm – 10:00 pm Welcome Dinner at Salah El-Din Citadel (Hosted by Egypt) 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 19               AFRICAN BAZAAR (to be held concurrent with workshops in Nile Rooms II & III) 
 

9:00 am – 10:15 pm Workshop 4: Hotel Market Trends: New Uses and Approaches 
  
10:15 am – 10:45 am Break   
  
10:45 am – 12:00 pm Workshop 5: The Outlook and Opportunity for Advocacy and Entrepreneurship for 

Tourism in Africa  
  
12:00 pm – 1:45 pm Lunch Break (on own) 
  
1:45 pm – 3:00 pm Workshop 6: Interactive & Dynamic Media & Internet—New Tools for the Travel 

Industry 
  

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Break 
  
3:30 pm – 4:45 pm Workshop 7: Presentations on Destination Africa—Trends & Cross-Cutting Issues  
  
7:30 pm Buses Depart from Conrad Hotel to Dinner  
  
8:00 pm ATA President’s Dinner & Tanzania Tourism Board Awards (Hosted by Tanzania) 

Four Seasons Hotel, First Resident Giza, Banquet Room, 2nd Floor  
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 20                       
  

9:00  am –10:15 am Workshop 8: Focus on Africa’s Travel Products  
  
10:15 am – 10:45 am Break 
  
10:45 am – 12:00 pm Workshop 9: The Present & the Future of Air Access to and in Africa 
  
12:00 pm – 1:45 pm Lunch Break (on own) 
  
1:45 pm – 3:00 pm Workshop 10: Selling Destination Africa in the Global Marketplace 
  
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Break 
  
3:30 pm – 5:00 pm ATA Annual General Membership Meeting & Chapter Presentations 
  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm Special Movie Screening: Youssou N’dour: I Bring What I Love  
  
   Free Evening (Dine around Cairo on own)  

 
THURSDAY, MAY 21            HOST COUNTRY DAY (sponsored by Egypt)  
 

8:30 am  Meet in Conrad Hotel Lobby  
  
9:00 am  Depart from Conrad Hotel 
  
9:30 am – 11:30 am Egyptian Museum 
  
12:30 pm – 2:00 pm Giza Pyramids 
  
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm Khan el-Khalili Market 
  
5:00 pm Return to Conrad Hotel 
  
6:30 pm Meet in Conrad Hotel Lobby 
  
7:00 pm Depart from Conrad Hotel 
  
8:00 pm   Cruise on the Nile and Closing Gala Dinner at the Nile Maxim Floating Restaurant 

(with Belly Dancer and Dervishes Show) 
  
10:30 pm Return to Conrad Hotel 

   
Friday, May 22     DELEGATES DEPART 
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PROGRAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Opening Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 2009, 9:00 am – 10:45 am  

CONNECTING DESTINATION AFRICA 

As one of the world’s fastest-emerging travel marketplaces, Africa is garnering more and more 
attention from international travellers as a premier destination. In fact, Africa’s tourism industry has 
grown steadily for several years now. Still, with the economic downturn, Africa’s tourism marketplace 
may face challenges, particularly with regard to perception, marketing and promotion, infrastructure 
development and investment. At the opening ceremony, the dignitaries and other high-level speakers 
will each address the importance of tourism in today’s current economic environment and consider 
how Africa can continue to promote and position itself as a leading travel destination.  

SPEAKERS 

Honorable Shamsa Mwangunga  (MP), Minister for Natural Resources and Tourism, United 
Republic of Tanzania and President, Africa Travel Association   

Amr El-Ezaby , Chairman, Egypt Tourist Authority, Arab Republic of Egypt 

Edward  J. Bergman , Executive Director, Africa Travel Association (ATA)   

 
Workshop 1: Monday, May 18, 2009, 11:15 am – 11:50 am 
 
DESTINATION EGYPT – SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE  
Unique in its history, culture, and geography, Egypt is a destination of diverse travel offerings for 
everyone. This session will explore on different levels Egypt’s diversity—ancient history, art & culture, 
food, shopping, diving and snorkelling.  
 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

Amr El-Ezaby , Chairman, Egypt Tourist Authority, Arab Republic of Egypt 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Hisham Zaazou , First Assistant to the Minister, Ministry of Tourism, Arab Republic of Egypt 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

NEW AND EXCITING CONGRESS EVENT 
 

AFRICAN BAZAAR – Pre-registration at ATA Secretaria t 
The African Bazaar (marketplace), on Tuesday, May 19, gives suppliers and buyers the chance to 
meet travel experts, including hoteliers, airlines, destination marketing companies (DMCs), ground 
handlers, tour operators, and wholesalers, for 15-minute, one-on-one appointments. Doris Wooten, 
ATA Board Member and First Vice President, will coordinate this special event.  
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Workshop 2: Monday, May 18, 2009, 2:00 pm – 2:45 pm 
 

REBIRTH OF DESTINATION EGYPT: LEADING IN TROUBLED T IMES 
Egypt continues to be one the world’s leading destinations, despite a number of challenges along the 
way. During this workshop, experts will discuss the setbacks Egypt’s tourism industry has faced over 
the years, and how these challenges were met, as well as projects that are successes and lessons 
learned along the way. Hear from experts how they strategically managed their businesses during 
challenging times and recovered.   

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

Amr El-Ezaby , Chairman, Egypt Tourist Authority, Arab Republic of Egypt 

SPEAKERS 

 Amr Badr , Head, Abercrombie & Kent, Arab Republic of Egypt  

 Karim El-Minabawy , Vice Chairman, Emco Travel, Arab Republic of Egypt  

 

Workshop 3: Monday, May 18, 2009, 3:15 pm – 4:45 pm 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION: BRINGING THE WORLD TO AFRICA – OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
AFRICA WITH THE FIFA 2010 WORLD CUP 

As South Africa prepares for FIFA 2010 World Cup and Africa plans its winning bid, major national, 
regional and continental developments are underway. See how the World Cup can benefit Destination 
Africa.  

CHAIR 

Sindiswa Nhlumayo , Deputy Director-General, Department of Environmental Affairs and 
Tourism, Republic of South Africa  

SPEAKERS 

Ray Whelan , Represents FIFA as the Official "Hospitality Provider" for the World Cup   

Rui Lisboa , Representative of the Ministry for Hotels & Tourism, Republic of Angola 

 

 
Workshop 4: Tuesday, May 19, 2009, 9:00 am – 10:15 am 

HOTEL MARKET TRENDS: NEW USES AND APPROACHES  

Seven-star? Luxury? Bed and Breakfasts? Which formats work in Africa and what is needed? Where 
are hospitality owners and investors focusing their dollars? These questions and more will be 
discussed among experts representing some of the leading hotel chains across Africa.  

MODERATOR 

Matewos Gebremariam , Head of Standardization & Facilitation Department, Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

PANELISTS 

Omar Carrera , Executive Assistant Manager, Sheraton Addis, Starwood Hotels & Resorts, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Glenn Carroll , Senior Vice President, Sales and Marketing, CHI Hotels and Resorts, Malta   

Amr Kallini , General Manager, Movenpick Hotel Media City 



 6  

Workshop 5: Tuesday, May 19, 2009, 10:45 am – 12:00 pm  
 
THE OUTLOOK AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ADVOCACY AND ENTREP RENEURSHIP FOR 
TOURISM IN AFRICA 
Africa’s travel industry is on the rise as a site for investment, business exploration and development, 
Gain valuable information about unique opportunities across the continent, and explore strategies and 
lessons learned from international investors and developers who are active in the region. This 
workshop will provide a discussion of current and potential finance, business and investment 
opportunities in Africa. There will also be a review of the activities of major development organizations 
and international financial institutions in the travel industry and how the industry has been impacted by 
the current economic situation. Speakers will also discuss the need for data gathering, statistics and 
collaborative efforts led by ATA. 

CHAIR 

Hon. Halima Mamuya, Member of Parliament, United Republic of Tanzania     

MODERATOR 

Dr. Yaw Nyarko , Director, Africa House, New York University   

PANELISTS 

Besa Muwele , Principal Statistician at Central Statistical Office, African Development Bank  

Sarah Mann , Adjunct Professor, New York University; Partner, Case & Mann Consulting 

 

Workshop 6: Tuesday, May 19, 2009, 1:45 pm – 3:00 pm 

INTERACTIVE & DYNAMIC MEDIA & INTERNET — NEW TOOLS FOR THE TRAVEL INDUSTRY 
The media and the internet are powerful marketing tools for tourism stakeholders to increase visibility 
and disseminate information. Today, consumers still depend on print and television for information; 
however, in an age that relies so heavily on technology, the importance of a strong and interactive 
web presence cannot be underestimated. This session will explore how the media and internet are 
being used to draw in and engage users in multiple markets, particularly with social media tools (i.e. 
Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, Blogging) and new technology (i.e. smartphones like iPhone, 
BlackBerry). 

MODERATOR 

Karen Hoffman , ATA Board Member, Senior Vice President, The Bradford Group and 
Tanzanian Tourism Board Representative, USA  

PANELISTS 

Emily Bayley , ATA Member Services and Development 

Lloyd Murray , President, Palace Travel Inc., Philadelphia 

Gregg Truman , Vice President of Marketing, South African Airways, ATA Board Member 

Omar Carrera , Executive Assistant Manager, Sheraton Addis, Starwood Hotels & Resorts, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Jonathan Rekedal , Account Manager, Travel Advertising, The New York Times (remote from 
New York)  

 

 



 7  

Workshop 7: Tuesday, May 19, 2009, 3:45 pm – 4:45 pm 

PRESENTATIONS ON DESTINATION AFRICA — TRENDS & CROS S-CUTTING ISSUES  

This workshop explores both the current and future state of the industry. The topic-oriented 
presentations offer an informed, birds-eye view of the current and future marketplace. Explore where 
and how Africa fits into the global tourism market and highlights of travel and consumer trends.  

MODERATOR 

Peter J. Mwenguo, Managing Director, Tanzania Tourist Board  

PRESENTERS 

Culture and Heritage : Dr. Gaynelle Henderson-Bailey , ATA Board Member, President & 
CEO, Henderson Associates/Henderson Travel Service and Executive Director, African 
Diaspora Heritage Trail Conference 

Special Needs Travel : Jani Nayar , Executive Coordinator, Society for Accessible Travel & 
Hospitality 

Diaspora : Ogo Sow , Host, OgoSow.com, ATA Advisor on Diaspora Affairs, ATA International 
Board of Directors Member 

Education : Shahinaz Reza Ahmed , CEO, Education for Employment Foundation, Egypt 

Education : Munzali Dantata , Director General, National Institute for Hospitality and Tourism, 
Nigeria 

 
Workshop 8: Wednesday, May 20, 2009, 9:00 am – 10:15 am 

FOCUS ON AFRICA’S TRAVEL PRODUCTS 

This workshop presents an overview of Africa’s rich and diverse travel products, from arts and culture 
to fashion and from adventure travel to responsible tourism. See what is happening in Africa today 
and learn how to integrate these products into marketing strategies that can help shape a country 
and/or a company’s brand. 

MODERATOR 

Ambassador Daudi Mwakawago , ATA Board Member, Former Special Representative of the 
Secretary General of the U.N. to Sierra Leone and Former Permanent Representative of the 
United Republic of Tanzania to the United Nations 

PRESENTERS 

H.E. Tadelech Dalecho , State Minister for the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia  

Patricia Brown , ATA Board Member, KTI Express Travel, Sierra Leone 

Rev./Mrs./Dr./Chief Margaret Bolanle Idowu Fabiyi , ATA Board Member, President & CEO, 
WEBISCO, International Federation of Women Entrepreneurs and Tourism 

Ali Liaquat , African Peace Caravan, Djibouti 

David K.N. Omboga , President, Kenya ATA Chapter, Kenya 

Eliseo Neuman , Director, Africa Institute, USA 
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Workshop 9: Wednesday, May 20, 2009, 10:45 am – 12:00 pm 

THE PRESENT & THE FUTURE OF AIR ACCESS TO AND WITHI N AFRICA 

Hear from leading airlines about the future of airline routes to and within Africa. Explore a number of 
current and foreseen challenges facing the airline industry, including the current status of travel to 
Africa, route development, pricing, infrastructure, fuel prices, competition, the environment, and safety 
and standards. 

MODERATOR  

Doris Wooten, ATA Vice President, New York, New York, USA  

PANELISTS 

Ashraf Hassan , General Manager, Sales, EgyptAir, Egypt  

Gregg Truman , Vice President of Marketing, South African Airways, ATA Board Member 

Cornelia Wilson-Hunter , Manager, Safe Skies for Africa Program, US Department of 
Transportation   

 

Workshop 10: Wednesday, May 20, 2009, 1:45 pm – 3:00 pm 

SELLING DESTINATION AFRICA IN THE GLOBAL MARKETPLAC E  

The travel market is an increasingly diverse and complicated place these days. Hear what is 
happening in Asia, Europe, Africa, and the United States, what it means for Africa’s travel specialists, 
and what professionals need to know when doing business. 

MODERATOR 

Doris Wooten, ATA Vice President, New York, New York, USA  

PANELISTS 

Lisa Simon , President, CTP, National Tour Association (NTA) 

Eran Ketter , Media Strategist and Researcher 

Dr. Adam Wu , Chief Operating Officer, China Business Network (CBN) 

 

ATA Annual General Membership Meeting & Chapters Presentations: Wednesday, May 20, 2009, 
3:30 pm – 5:00 pm 

 
 

Special Movie Screening, May 20, 2009, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

YOUSSOU N’DOUR: I BRING WHAT I LOVE 

Senegalese pop sensation Youssou Ndour has spent the last 20 years in the spotlight as a world-
renowned musician and the iconic representative "voice of Africa." At the height of his career, 
Youssou composed “Egypt,” a deeply spiritual album dedicated to a more tolerant view of Islam. This 
film chronicles the journey Youssou undertakes to assume his true calling. 

WELCOME 

 El Hadj Abdoul Aziz Gueye , Director Senegal Tourist Office, New York, USA 

INTRODUCTION 

Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi , Documentary Director and Writer, New York, USA 
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SPEAKERS  
 
HONORABLE MOHAMED ZOHEIR GARRANAH 
Minister of Tourism, Arab Republic of Egypt   

Honorable Garranah was appointed to his current position on December 31, 2005, bringing 
his strong background in tourism to the ministry. Before then, he was First Assistant to the 
Minister of Tourism. Since 2002, he has been a Board Member of the Egyptian Travel 
Agencies Association. He has also served as Board Member for the General Authority for 
Investment and Member, Economic Committee, National Democratic Party. The Minister 
has also held positions including Junior Tour Operator, Vice President and Chairman in the 
Garranah Touristic Group, one of the largest tourism conglomerates in Egypt.  
 
 

 
HONORABLE SHAMSA MWANGUNGA (MP) 
ATA President, Minister for Natural Resources and T ourism, United Republic of Tanzania  

Honorable Shamsa Mwangunga has been the Minister of Natural Resources and Tourism 
for the United Republic of Tanzania since February 2008. She was also elected as 
President of the Africa Travel Association in early June 2008. Prior to this post, Honorable 
Mwangunga served as Deputy Minister of Water for two years, and has been a Member of 
Parliament, Special Seat, from 2000-2008. Earlier, she held various posts in the public and 
private sector, including Tanzania-Swiss Trust Fund Executive Secretary, Business Care 
Services Projects Manager and Small Industries Development Organization-SIDO 
Manager Coordinator. She began her career as a teacher, and later was acknowledged for 
her successful roles as an engineer, champion of women’s rights and parliament member.  
 

 
H.E. TADELECH DALECHO 
State Minister for the Ministry of Culture and Tour ism, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMR EL-EZABY 
Chairman, Egyptian Tourist Authority, Arab Republic  of Egypt  
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CAPTAIN TAWFIK ASSY 
Chairman and CEO, EgyptAir Holding Company, Egypt 

Captain Tawfik Assy is the Chairman and CEO of the EgyptAir Holding Company. Though 
he took over this position in April 2008, he has spent over 38 years with EgyptAir. Prior to 
being Chairman and CEO of the EgyptAir Holding Company, he was the Chairman & 
CEO of the EgyptAir Tourism and Duty Free Shops Company, from 2003-2008. He was 
the chairman of Smart Airline a taxi flight company from 2007-2008 the performance of 
which witnessed a great leap. He is a board member of the EgyptAir Holding Company 
and the highest strategic committees. Captain Tawfik served in a number of senior 
positions in the flight operation sector; an assistant vice president, general manager 
training flight operation, general Manager Safety & Quality. He also served as a 
consultant to the People Assembly for Aviation issues.  

 
EDWARD BERGMAN  
Executive Director, Africa Travel Association (ATA)  

Edward Bergman has served as Executive Director of ATA since June 2006. He co-
founded and volunteers as Executive Director of Miracle Corners of the World, an NGO 
that empowers youth with a special focus on Africa. He is an adjunct faculty member in the 
Department of Hospitality Management at CUNY’s New York City College of Technology. 
He also serves on the board of directors of several organizations including the Synergos 
Institute, the Rubin Museum of Art, and Shared Interest. He was recently appointed as a 
member of NYC Manhattan Community Board 6. Mr. Bergman sits on the advisory boards 
of the International Crisis Group, NYU Africa House, NYU SCPS Center for Global 
Studies, and NYU Gallatin School of Individualized Studies. He received his Masters from 
NYU’s Gallatin School with a major in Social Entrepreneurship and his Bachelors in Hotel 
and Tourism Management from NYU’s Tisch Center for Hospitality, Tourism and Sports 
Management, where he was a Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholar. 

 
 

*** *** *** 
 
SHAHINAZ REZA AHMEND 
CEO, Education for Employment Foundation, Egypt  

Shahinaz R. Ahmed is the CEO of the education for Employment Foundation in Egypt. She 
has worked for over sixteen 16 years in educational management, planning, and delivery, 
holding positions at AMIDEAST, the American University in Cairo, the Fulbright 
Commission, and the Arab Academy for Science and Technology. Additionally, she has 
held consulting positions with USAID, Community and Institutional Development, and Logic 
Consulting. Ms. Ahmed holds a Master’s degree in Education and International 
Development from the Institute of Education, University of London, a Master’s degree in 
Teaching English as a Foreign Language from the American University in Cairo, and a 
Bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Alexandria, Egypt.   

 
AMR BADR  
Head, Abercrombie & Kent, Arab Republic of Egypt  
 
EMILY BAYLEY 
Membership Services and Development, Africa Travel Association (ATA) 

Emily Bayley is a student at New York University’s Tisch Center for Hospitality, Tourism 
and Sports Business, studying tourism planning. She has taught abroad and founded a 
Somali refugee mentorship program in a Chicago public school. She has also won 
numerous scholarships for her studies in hospitality and tourism. She began working with 
the ATA team at ATA’s 33rd Annual Congress in Tanzania and since then assisted the ATA 
management team with its daily operations, membership services and the ATA website. 
Emily is an avid user of all things social media (i.e. Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, etc.)  
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PATRICIA BROWN  
ATA Board Member, KTI Express Travel, Sierra Leone 
 
OMAR CARRERA 
Executive Assistant Manager, Sheraton Addis, Starwo od Hotels & Resorts, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Omar Carrera is the Executive Assistant Manager at the Sheraton Addis, the first African hotel to join 
Starwood’s Luxury Collection. Mr. Carrera is in charge of sales and marketing for the hotel. He received his 
Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration with a concentration in Marketing.  
 
GLENN CARROLL 
Senior Vice President, Sales and Marketing, CHI Hot els & Resorts, Malta 

Glenn Carroll joined CHI Hotels & Resorts in 2008, at the launch of the Wyndham Grand 
Collection, and has assisted CHI Hotels & Resorts and Wyndham in further establishing 
this brand identity. Prior to joining CHI Hotels & Resorts, Mr. Carroll’s previous background 
includes almost twenty years experience in senior sales and marketing positions with 
Expotel, Intercontinental Hotels & Resorts, Millennium & Copthorne Hotels, Park Plaza 
Hotels and more recently as group sales and marketing director for Como Hotels & 
Resorts and vice president sales and marketing Europe for Oberoi Hotels & Resorts. Mr. 
Carroll is a member of the Chartered Institute of Marketing and a member of the Luxury 
Marketing Council in the UK. 

 
MUNZALI A. DANTATA 
Director General, National Institute for Hospitalit y and Tourism (NIHOTOUR), Abuja, Nigeria 

Munzali A. Dantata has a Masters Degree in International Finance Law, LL.M, which he 
received from the American University in Washington DC in USA 1984. He received his 
first law degree, LL.B., from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. Mr. Dantata first caught 
attention of the government with an appointment to the Board of Nigeria Tourism Board 
(NTB) in 1991. After a twenty year career in the tourism, he was appointed as the Director 
General of the National Institute for Hospitality and Tourism (NIHOTOUR). He was elected 
as a vice president of the UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Affiliate Members 
(AM) in 2007. He has authored three books, Abuja: A Businesses Travel Guide (1995), 
Community Based Tourism (1999), and Introduction to Tourism in Nigeria (2006). He is 
also a member of the USA based Global Association of Hospitality Attorneys (GAHA) 

 
GREG DUFFELL 
President and CEO, Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) 

Greg Duffell first joined PATA in 1989, and became President and CEO of the Association 
in February of this year. Prior to PATA, Mr. Duffell was CEO of Bangkok-based Indochina 
Services Travel Group where he grew revenues from US$23M to almost US$50M in just 
under three years. He was also General Manager of the Worldwide Network for the 
Thomas Cook Group, where he developed and implemented Internet e-commerce 
solutions across 120 countries and 3000 agencies. He was Regional Director of the Asia 
Pacific region for Budget Rent-A-Car, overseeing the opening of 200 franchise offices over 
11-years. After serving in the Royal Australian Air Force as a pilot, he built a career in 
business development living and working in Australia, the Middle East, UK and US.  

 
DR. J.O. EBORIEME 
Director General, National Commissions for Museums and Monuments, Nigeria 
 
REV./MRS./DR./CHIEF MARGARET BOLANLE IDOWU FABIYI 
President and CEO, WEBISCO, ATA Board Member 

Chief Margaret is President and CEO of WEBISCO International Federation of Women 
Entrepreneurs and Tourism in West Africa, a division of WEBSICO Travel and Tours, 
Webisco-care Industrial Products. She is a secretary, qualified travel agent, tour operator, 
and reverend (her father is Anglican Bishop E. O. Idowu). She holds a diploma in Theology 
and is an avid fashion designer. She was recently appointed Liaison Officer between ATA 
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Nigeria and ATA USA. She served two terms as President Nigeria Chapter for the American Society of Travel 
Agents (ASTA).  
EL HADJ ABDOUL AZIZ GUEYE 
Director, Senegal Tourist Office,  USA 
 
DR. GAYNELLE HENDERSON-BAILEY 
ATA Board Member President & CEO, Henderson Associa tes/Henderson Travel Service and Executive 
Director, African Diaspora Heritage Trail Conferenc e 

Dr. Henderson-Bailey, a pioneer in African tourism, founded Henderson Travel Service. 
She was the Senior General Manager of Ghana Airways for North America from 2000-
2001, the first woman in this position. In 2002, she worked with Bermuda’s Tourism 
Ministry to develop the African Diaspora Heritage Trail Conference, and since 2005 has 
served as the Executive Director of the African Diaspora Heritage Trail. She sits on the 
Advisory Board of the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, School of Business & 
Technology’s Hotel and Restaurant Management Department, and a number of NGO’s. 
She has also served on numerous tourism boards, including the African Tour Operators 
Advisory Board of South African Tourism, ASTA, Agency Management Magazine’s 
Advisory Board, and the Travel Agency Advisory Board of Choice Hotels International.     
 

KAREN HOFFMAN  
ATA Board Member, Senior Vice President, The Bradfo rd Group and Tanzanian Tourism Board 
Representative, USA  

Karen Hoffman has extensive experience in tourism marketing and promotion. She is 
Senior Vice President of The Bradford Group, a New York-based Marketing, Advertising 
and Public Relations Company, whose clients include The Tanzania Tourist Board, CHI 
Hotels & Resorts/Corinthia Hotels, the American Tourism Society (ATS) and the 
Egyptian Tourist Authority. On behalf of the Bradford Group, Karen was the Public 
Relations Director for the first World Tourism Marketing and Investment Summits held 
in China and Korea. She created the "World Tourism Award" on behalf of Reed Travel 
Exhibitions and co-sponsors American Express, Corinthia Hotels and the International 
Herald Tribune, presented annually at World Travel Market, London. She has served 
as Director of Public Relations for ATA for more than ten years and was the recipient of 
two ATA awards for her promotional efforts for Africa.  

 
RIAD KABIL 
Secretary General, Egyptian Travel Agents Associati on, Arab Republic of Egypt 

Riad Kabil is the Secretary of the Egyptian Travel Agents Association, a 1,600-member 
organization representing individuals and organizations in Egypt.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DR. ERAN KETTER 
Media Strategist and Researcher 

Dr. Eran Ketter is a marketing consultant, a place branding specialist, an author and leader 
of professional seminars, courses and workshops. In recent years he accumulated vast 
practical experience in strategic and marketing consulting and in the branding of cities and 
organizations. Dr. Ketter is a keen speaker and is regularly engaged in university teaching, 
professional training, academic conferences and public speaking. Among others, Dr. 
Ketter presented his work at the West Africa Travel Market in Nigeria, the Manchester 
Metropolitan University Business School conference for retailing and marketing and the 
Israeli forum of tourism professionals. 
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AMR KALLINI  
General Manager, Movenpick Hotel Media City 

ALI LIAQUAT 
Coordinator, Africa Peace Caravan, Djibouti 

As the coordinator of the Africa Peace Caravan, Ali Liaquat travels through Africa to 
promote peace and freedom and cultural exchange on the continent via an annual 4x4 
travel experience that begins in the location of the last ATA annul congress. The first Africa 
Peace Caravan started officially from Arusha in 2008 and is scheduled to end in Cairo in 
May. After fifteen years in the French Legion, Mr. Liaquat settled in Djibouti, where he 
opened the first and only African accredited Land- & Sand-yachting Centre on the Grand 
Bara site, and developed Adventure Tourism in the whole sub-region. He is an associated 
member of FISLY, the International Land and Sand Yachting Federation.  
 
 

SARAH GRAHAM MANN 
Adjunct Professor, New York University, Partner, Ca se & Mann Consulting 

Sarah Graham Mann is a tourism consultant and a professor at New York University, giving 
courses in destination management, research, destination marketing, trends and impacts 
and special interest tourism. The former director of tourism for Massachusetts, Ms. Mann 
was the founder and managing director of the six-state tourism office for New England, 
breaking all records for increasing visitor arrivals during her terms in office. She specializes 
in destination assessment, planning and marketing, and is a frequent speaker at national 
and international conferences. She is also an advisor to destinations and non-profit 
organizations around the globe and a partner in Case & Mann Consulting. 
 
 

 
MATEWOS GERREMARIAM 
Head of Standardization & Facilitation Department, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Federal Democratic  
Republic of Ethiopia 
 
KARIM EL-MINABAWY  
Vice Chairman, Emco Travel, Arab Republic of Egypt  
 
BESA MUWELE  
Principal Statistician, Central Statistical Office,  African Development Bank 

Besa Muwele is a Zambian National currently employed as a Senior Statistician in the 
Statistical Capacity Division of the Africa Development Bank (ADB). Before joining the 
ADB, he had accumulated a total of ten years as the head of the National Accounts 
Department of the Central Statistical Office in Zambia. He was also in charge of the 
Tourism Satellite Account project in Zambia and represented Zambia in several 
conferences organized by the World Tourism Organization. He is the task manager for 
tourism statistics in the Division and represented the ADB at the 5th World Tourism 
Organization International Conference on Tourism Statistics in 2009 in Bali. 
 

AMBASSADOR DAUDI MWAKAWAGO 
ATA Board Member, Former Special Representative of the Secretary General of the U.N. to Sierra Leone 
and the Former Permanent Representative, United Rep ublic of Tanzania to the United Nations 

Former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed the Ambassador as Special 
Representative for Sierra Leone from 2003-2005. Under his leadership, UNAMSIL 
continued to assist the people of Sierra Leone to transition from conflict to stability. Before 
then, he was the Permanent Representative of the United Republic of Tanzania to the 
U.N. for nine years. He has also served in positions in Tanzania’s government, including 
Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Minister of Information and Culture, Minister of 
Labour and Manpower Development, and Minister of Industry and Trade. He has held a 
number of prominent positions in the Tanzanian parliament, including the post of 
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Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee. In 1997, he chaired the “Group of 77” developing countries at the 
U.N. He is also an active senior board member of several non profits, including Miracle Corners of the World 
and the Tanzanian Society for the Deaf.  
 
LLYOD MURRAY  
President, Palace Travel, Inc., Philadelphia, USA 
 
PETER J. MWENGUO  
Managing Director, Tanzania Tourist Board   

Peter J. Mwenguo has been Managing Director and Chief Executive of the Tanzania 
Tourist Board in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania since 1999. Mr. Mwenguo started his career as 
an Assistant Sales Manager of a government import firm in 1972, then became a lecturer 
in Marketing at the College of Business Education in Tanzania from 1974 to 1979. In 1980, 
Mr. Mwenguo left teaching to join another government institution, the Board of External 
Trade, which is responsible for promoting the country’s export products. In 1988, he was 
promoted to Director of Export Promotion and Publicity in the same organization. 
 
 
 

JANI NAYAR  
Executive Coordinator, Society for Accessible Trave l and Hospitality (SATH) 

Jani Nayar is the primary spokesperson and liaison for Society for Accessible Travel & 
Hospitality (SATH). In this regard she has been interviewed by CNNfn, CNN HeadLines, 
and several radio stations and newspapers. She has also contributed several articles on 
disability travel to many publications. She has conducted training sessions on the Internet 
for various organizations and spoken at varied conferences. Ms. Nayar’s responsibilities 
also include acting as liaison with state and international governments and trade bodies, 
planning, organizing and executing sustainable projects on behalf of SATH.   
 
 

 
ELISEO NEUMAN 
Director, Africa Institute, USA 

Eliseo Neuman is Director of the AJC’s Africa Institute, an initiative dedicated to conducting 
Africa-related advocacy, establishing partnerships with African diasporas in the U.S., and 
facilitating technical cooperation and development assistance from the United States and 
Israel in Africa.  Prior to this position, Eliseo was an investment banker with Goldman Sachs & 
Co. and a lawyer with Davis Polk & Wardwell. Most recently, he served as an adviser to the 
Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court in The Hague. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SINDISWA NHLUMAYO  
Deputy Director General, Department of Environmenta l Affairs and Tourism, Republic of South Africa 

Sindiswa Nhlumayo is the Deputy Director General for The Department of Environmental 
Affairs and Tourism in South Africa. Her responsibilities include providing leadership in the 
development and implementation of policies and strategies that will grow tourism, and 
ensuring that South Africa remains globally competitive. She is the former head of the first 
Tourism Black Economic Empowerment Council, as well as a former Special Advisor to 
the Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism. She has served as Chief Director for 
Tourism in the Western Cape. She is a founding member of the Cape and Craft Design 
Institute, and also a lifetime fellow of the Emerging Leaders Programme from Dukes 
University in the U.S. and University of Cape Town in South Africa. 
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DR. YAW NYARKO 
Director, New York University Africa House  

Dr. Nyarko is a Professor of Economics at New York University (NYU) and the founding 
Director of NYU’s Africa House and Co-Director of the Development Research Institute. He 
has worked on models of human capital as engines of economic growth, as well as on the 
Brain Drain and skills acquisition in the growth process. He has published many research 
papers and is the recipient of numerous awards and grants. He has also served as 
Editor/Associate Editor on a number of academic economics journals. He has also served 
as a consultant to many organizations including the World Bank, the U.N, and the Social 
Science Research Council. Dr. Nyarko is the immediate past Vice Provost of NYU who 
oversaw the establishment of NYU campuses in Africa, China, Latin America and Europe.   
 

 
DAVID K.N. OMBOGA  
President, ATA Kenya Chapter, Kenya  

With over sixteen years of experience in tourism, David K.N. Omboga is the President of 
the Africa Travel Association’s chapter in Kenya. He is the owner of Jaguar Tours & 
Safaris. He is a graduate in Building Economics from the University of Nairobi. He worked 
with Telekom Kenya as a Senior Manager until 2000, stepping down from this position to 
focus on his tour operations business. He has attended various short courses in tourism at 
the Kenya Utalii College.  
 
 
 

 
ASHRAF OSMAN 
General Manager, Sales, EgyptAir, Egypt  
 
JONATHAN REKEDAL  
Account Manager, Travel Advertising, New York Times   

Jonathan Rekedal is an advertising account executive for The New York Times Company 
in New York. He has worked in print and online media since 2001. He started out as a 
journalist at Primedia's Simba Information division, covering Internet advertising and 
publishing. Moving to the business side, he co-founded classified advertising at The New 
York Sun in 2002. Since 2003, he has been a part of the advertising department at The 
New York Times, working his way up from classified ads to handling all travel advertising 
for accounts from Africa, as well as nytimes.com and mobile advertising for a variety of 
airlines, cruise lines, hotels and government tourist boards. 
 
 

LISA SIMON 
President, CTP, National Tour Association (NTA), US A 

Lisa Simon's involvement in the travel industry spans twenty years. She currently serves 
as president of the National Tour Association and on the boards of the US Travel 
Association and Tourism Cares. She is a member of the American Society of Association 
Executives. Her expertise is in organizational change and strategic planning. 
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OGO SOW 
ATA Board Member, Host, OgoSow.com, ATA Advisor on Diaspora Affairs 

Ogo Sow is the host of OgoSow.com (previously known as Africavision), the first African 
talk show in the U.S. The show is a leader in online media and entertainment. Through the 
power of media, Mr. Sow has created an unparalleled connection with people around the 
world. His accomplishments as an African television and radio pioneer, producer and 
publisher have earned him much respect and admiration as a commentator. Mr. Sow also 
serves as the Africa Travel Association’s Diaspora Affairs Advisor to the Executive 
Director. 
 
 
 

 
GREGG TRUMAN  
ATA Board Member, Vice President of Marketing, Sout h African Airways  

Gregg Truman is the Vice-President of Marketing for South African Airways (SAA), 
bringing over twenty years of experience in international travel marketing to the company. 
His international airline experience includes a ten year stint at Air Jamaica where he was 
global head of marketing for the airline. In his second year at SAA, he is responsible for 
the development of the airline’s marketing and promotional programs that is implemented 
in North America. Before joining SAA, Mr. Truman worked closely with Ethiopian Airlines 
in helping to shape their sales and marketing strategies in the U.S. 
 
 

 
ELIZABETH CHAI VASARHELYI 
Documentary Director and Writer, New York, USA 

Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi was 24 when her first film won Best Documentary at Tribeca. She 
spent the next five years following Senegalese superstar Youssou N’Dour, which led to her 
acclaimed and yet-to-be released documentary film, Youssou N’Dour, Bring What I Love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RAY WHELAN 
Represents FIFA as the Official "Hospitality Provid er" for the World Cup 

Ray Whelan is a consultant to Match, the service company appointed by FIFA to handle 
accommodation, ticketing, hospitality and computer solutions for FIFA 2010 and 2014. 
Prior to this position, Mr. Whelan was a consultant to the Brazil 2014 Bid, Project Director 
of the Libya/Tunisia 2010 FIFA World Cup Bid, advisor and consultant to the South Africa 
2006 World Cup Bid 1998-2000, as well as the Japan 2002 World Cup Bid 1992-96. He 
also consulted for the FIFA Ticketing and Accommodation Bureau in Korea and Japan 
from 2000-2002, and was an advisor and consultant for OitaPrefecture, Japan, in a project 
renewing stadium and related facilities. He has worked on football projects with multi-
national companies such as MasterCard, Sasol, Sega, Reebok, Mars and TSB Bank, and 
has consulted for FIFA as well as the Libyan Football Federation. He has taken an 
organizational role in UKTI Trade Missions and Events involving South Africa, Zambia, 
Ivory Coast and Mauritius, and has hosted overseas sporting and trade visitors to the U.K. 
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CORNELIA WILSON-HUNTER  
Manager, Safe Skies for Africa Program, US Departme nt of Transportation, Office of the Secretary, 
Office of International Transportation and Trade, U S Department of Transportation  

Cornelia Wilson-Hunter has over twenty-five years of US government experience, 
alongside several years in the private sector. She has served in several government 
agencies, including the Government Printing Office, the US Customs Service, the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, and the US Department of Transportation, where 
she was a Congressional Liaison and a Consumer Affairs Analyst for aviation from 1979-
1987. In 1998, she joined the Office of International Transportation and Trade, serving as a 
desk officer for Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Europe, and the Caribbean. Since 2000, she 
has served as manager of the Safe Skies for Africa Initiative. Here, she is a senior policy 
advisor to Departmental Management on all matters relating to aviation and other modes 
of transportation in sub-Saharan Africa, and consults with a wide-range of U.S. and foreign 
government policy-makers, financial experts, NGO’s, the private sector, donors, and 
offices. She has received numerous awards, including the Department of Transportation’s 
second-highest award, the Silver Medal for Meritorious Service.   

 
DORIS WOOTEN 
ATA Board Member, First Vice President, Coordinator  of the African Bazaar & Tourism Ministers’ 
Roundtable 

Doris Wooten became a travel consultant following a varied career as a US Federal 
Government Executive and trained Social Worker. She operates Africa-Tour-Rific as a 
home-based travel consultant. Accompanying her groups as a tour guide, she has 
travelled extensively. Since joining ATA fifteen years ago, she has served the 
organization in a number of capacities, including Chair of the Constitution Committee, 
New York Chapter President, and as a member of the Board of Directors. She currently 
serves as the First Vice President of the Board. 
 

 
ADAM WU 
Chief Operating Officer, China Business Network (CB N) 

Dr. Adam Wu is the Chief Operating Officer of the China Business Network (CBN), an 
organization focusing on supporting foreign tourism authorities and travel businesses with 
targeted marketing activities and promotional supports in China. Dr. Wu was selected to 
study abroad as a government scholar over twenty years ago, when travelling abroad was 
still restricted to few privileged officials. Trained as a diplomat, Dr. Wu, enjoys travelling 
and has visited over fifty countries. Supporting outbound travel is therefore second nature 
to him. It is also a natural extension of the CBN. Dr. Wu lectures on outbound travel from 
China and has spoken at various exhibitions, outbound forums and tourism marketing 
summits. He is also interviewed by news media online, in print, and on the radio.   
 

 
HISHAM ZAAZOU  
First Assistant to the Minister, Ministry of Touris m, Arab Republic of Egypt 
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ATA MAJOR INTERNATIONAL EVENTS SINCE 1976 
The Africa Travel Association (ATA) was established as an international travel industry trade association in 
1975. ATA’s mission is to promote travel, tourism and transport to and within Africa, and to strengthen intra-
Africa partnerships. As the world’s premier travel industry trade association, ATA provides services to a broad 
range of members including: tourism, diaspora, culture, and sports ministers, tourism boards, airlines, hoteliers, 
travel agents, tour operators, travel trade media, public relations firms, consulting companies, non-profit 
organizations, businesses, small and medium-sized enterprises, and other organizations engaged in tourism 
promotion. 
 

ATA ANNUAL WORLD CONGRESS 
1976 – Nairobi, Kenya 
1977 – Abidjan, Ivory Coast 
1978 – Sousse/Monastir, Tunisia  
1979 – Tangier, Morocco 
1980 – Libreville, Gabon 
1981 – Lusaka, Zambia  
1982 – Lome, Togo 
1983 – Cairo, Egypt 
1984 – Banjul, The Gambia 
1985 – Nairobi, Kenya 
1986 – Atlanta, Georgia, USA 
1987 – Douala, Cameroon 
1988 – Harare, Zimbabwe 
1989 – New York, NY, USA 
1990 – Casablanca, Morocco 
1991 – Cairo, Egypt 
1992 – Cote d’Ivoire 
1993 – Lusaka, Zambia 
1994 – Accra, Ghana 
1995 – Nairobi, Kenya 
1996 – Windhoek, Namibia 
1997 – Cotonou, Benin 
1998 – Arusha, Tanzania 
1999 – Accra, Ghana 
2000 – Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
2001 – Cape Town, South Africa 
2002 – Conakry, Guinée 
2003 – Lusaka and Livingstone, Zambia 
2004 – Douala, Cameroon 
2005 – Nairobi, Kenya 
2006 – Accra, Ghana 
2007 – Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
2008 – Arusha, Tanzania 
2009 – Cairo, Egypt 

ATA ECOTOURISM SYMPOSIUM 
1992 – Saly / Dakar, Senegal 
1994 – South Africa 
1996 – Marrakech, Morocco 
2000 – Abuja, Nigeria 
2001 – Yaoundé, Cameroon 
2002 – Fez, Morocco 
2003 – Zanzibar, Tanzania 
2004 – Kampala, Uganda 
2005 – Luanda, Angola 
2006 – Calabar, Nigeria 
2007/8 – Djibouti, Djibouti 
 
ATA PRESIDENTIAL FORUM 
2006 – New York University, New York, USA 
2007 – New York University, New York, USA 
2008 – New York University, New York, USA 
 
US-AFRICA TOURISM & SPORTS SEMINAR 
2008 – New York, New York, USA 
2009 – Washington, DC, USA 
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ATA INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
GOVERNMENTS 

Angola   
Hon. Pedro Mutindi 

Minister of Hotels and Tourism 

Cameroon   
Hon. Baba Hamadou 
Minister of Tourism 

Ethiopia   
Hon. Ambassador Mohammed Dirir 

Minister of Culture and Tourism 

South Africa   
Hon. Marthinus Van Schalkwyk 

Department of Tourism 

Tanzania  (President) 
Hon. Shamsa S. Mwangunga 

Minister of Natural Resources & Tourism 

Togo  (Vice President) 
Hon. Batienne Kpabre-Sylli 

Minister of Tourism 

Uganda  (Vice President) 
Hon. Maj. Gen. Kawinda Otaffire 

Minister of Tourism, Trade, and Industry 

Zambia   
Hon. Catherine Namugala 

Minister of Tourism, Environment & Natural Resources 

AIRLINES 

Delta Air Lines 
Alfreda Turner, Manager, Commercial Development 

Ethiopian Airlines  
Girma Wake, CEO 

South African Airways  
Gregg Truman, Vice President, Marketing 

HOTELS 

Alisa Hotels  
Marcel Andeweg, General Managers 

 
Benin Marina Hotel   

Ismaël Kogui N'Douro, Marketing Director 

Corinthia Hotels International  (Vice President) 
Glenn Carroll, Senior Vice President Sales & Marketing 

Garden Group of Hotels - Zambia  
Gaudenzio Rossi, General Manager 

Kilimanjaro Hotel Kempinski  
Trevor Saldanha, Acting General Manager 

Sheraton Addis  (Vice President) 
Omar Carrera, Director, Sales & Marketing 

WHOLESALERS / TOUR OPERATORS  

Africa Tour-Rific (USA)  (First Vice President) 
Doris Wooten 

Avocet Travel (USA)  
Clarence Smith, Chairman and CEO 

Henderson Travel Services (USA)  
Dr. Gaynelle Henderson-Bailey 

KTI Express Travel (Sierra Leone) (Secretary) 
Patricia Brown 

Webisco Travel (Nigeria)  
Chief Rev. Margaret B. Idowu Fabiyi, President 

Silverback Adventures  (Rwanda)  
John Kayihura 

Safari Ventures  (Kenya, Tanzania, USA)  
Sanjay Joshi 

Eco-Tur (Angola)  
Paul Wesson 

ALLIED 

Travel World News (Treasurer) 
Charlie Gatt Jr. 

The Bradford Group  
Karen Hoffman 

Society for Accessible Travel & Hospitality  
Jane Thompson 

ASSOCIATES 

Africa Consult Group  
Ronald Mracky 

Africa and Diaspora Development Linkages  
Julialynee Walker 

Ogo Sow Communications  
Ogo Sow 

Miracle Corners of the World 
Ambassador Daudi N. Mwakawago 
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ATA 2009 AWARDS 
 

2009 OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE ASSOCIATION 
Hon. Shamsa Selengia Mwangunga 

Minister of Natural Resources and Tourism. United Republic of Tanzania 
President, Africa Travel Association (ATA) 

 
2009 OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE ASSOCIATION 

Hon. Mohamed Zoheir Garranah 
Minister of Tourism of the Arab Republic of Egypt 

 
2009 OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE ASSOCIATION 

Mr. Amr El Elzaby 
Chairman, Egyptian Tourist Authority 

 
2009 OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE ASSOCIATION 

Mr. El Sayed Khalifa 
Director, Egyptian Tourist Authority – New York 

 
2009 OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE ASSOCIATION 

Mr. Mohamed Hegazy 
Deputy Director, Egyptian Tourist Authority – New York 

 
2009 OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE ASSOCIATION 

Mr. Riad Kabil, Secretary General 
Egyptian Travel Agents Association 

 
2009 OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE ASSOCIATION 

Captain Tawfik Assy, Chairman 
EgyptAir Holding Company 

 
2009 OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE ASSOCIATION 

Mr. Sameh A. Aziz Helmi 
Regional Manager, USA 

EgyptAir 
 

2009 OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP WITHIN THE AFRICA TRAVE L ASSOCIATION 
Mr. Gregg Truman 

Vice President, Marketing, South African Airways 
 

2009 OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN DEVELOPING RESPONSI BLE TOURISM ON THE CONTINENT 
Mr. Ali Liaquat 

African Peace Caravan 
 

2009 OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN PROMOTING RESPONSIB LE TOURISM TO THE CONTINENT 
Adventures in Travel Expo 

 
2009 FOUNDERS AWARD 

Mr. Charlie Gatt 
 

2009 ATA NEW PARTNERSHIP AWARD 
African Union 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

ATA CONGRESS TEAM 
EDWARD BERGMAN, Executive Director 

EMILY BAYLEY, Membership Services & Development (YPN) 
KHALID ELACHI, Administration (YPN) 

KENISHA FEARON, Administration (YPN) 
ANGELA GERROW, Executive Assistant to the Executive Director 

CHI LO, Media & Communications (YPN) 
AMBASSADOR DAUDI MWAKAWAGO, ATA Board Member 

SHARON ROLING, Consultant to the Executive Director 
OGO SOW, ATA Board Member, Adviser, Diaspora Affairs 

DORIS D. WOOTEN, ATA Board Member, First Vice President, ATA Board Member, Coordinator of the African 
Bazaar and Tourism Ministers’ Roundtable 

 
OFFICIAL CONGRESS CARRIER 

EGYPTAIR 
 

OFFICIAL CONGRESS ACCOMODATION  
CONRAD CAIRO 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 
EL-SAYED KHALIFA, Director, USA & Latin America, Egyptian Tourist Authority 

MOHAMED HEGAZY, Tourism  Attache &  Deputy  Director, USA & Latin  America, Egyptian Tourist  Authority 
CAPTAIN TAWFIK ASSY, Chairman & CEO, EgyptAir Holding Company, Egypt  
DR. KHALED EL-MANAWI, Chair, Egyptian Travel Agents Association & National Travel Service, Egypt  

*** *** *** 
LAURIS BARCLIFT, Atlanta, ATA Chapter President 

CONNIE BUNN, New York, ATA Chapter 
DR. CATHY DELEO, Advisor, Young Professionals Network (YPN) 

YASMIN ELACHI, Intern, Media and Communications (US ATA Headquarters) 
ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES 

CHARLIE GATT, ATA Board Member, Publisher, Travel World News 
SAMEH A. AZIZ HELMI, Regional Manager, N.A. EgyptAir 

KAREN HOFFMAN, The Bradford Group, ATA Board Member 
RONALD MRACKY, Africa Consult Group & ATA Board Member 

NEW YORK ATA CHAPTER  
DR. YAW NYARKO, Director, Africa House, New York University   

JESSICA O’KEEFE, Eastern/Midwestern Regional Sales Manager, EgyptAir 
NIKKI PARSONS, Administrative Intern (US ATA Headquarters) 

LEVALD THOMAS, Co-coordinator, Young Professionals Network (YPN) 
 

SPONSORS 
CONRAD CAIRO 

ESCAPADE TRAVEL 
EGYPTAIR 

EGYPT MINISTRY OF TOURISM 
EGYPT TOURIST AUTHORITY 

NATIONAL TRAVEL SERVICE (NTS GROUP) 
TANZNIA MINISTRY OF TOURISM / TANZANIA TOURIST BOARD 

 
PRE & POST TOURS

WINGS GROUP USA  
KARNAK TOURS  
PALACE TRAVEL  

ATA SOCAL CHAPTER & H.A.T. LTD. 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING ATA EVENTS 
 

12TH ANNUAL ATA ECO AND CULTURAL TOURISM SYMPOSIUM 
 

4TH ANNUAL ATA PRESIDENTIAL FORUM ON TOURISM 
New York, New York, USA, September 2009 

 
3RD ANNUAL US-AFRICA TOURISM SEMINAR 

USA, Winter 2010 
 

35TH ANNUAL CONGRESS 
Spring 2010 

 
 

 
ATA 34TH ANNUAL CONGRESS SPONSORS 

 

            
  
 
 

 
With support from: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Official Congress Hotel 

 

Official Congress Carrier 
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ETHIOPIA 
A One Stop Shopping Destination for Tourists 

 
Situated under the intense blue of east African sky, Ethiopia is a nation full of amazing cont rasts. It is 
old—old beyond one’s imagination. It is an encyclopedia of geology and geography. As the cradle of 
mankind, Ethiopia is referred to in every turning page of books written on human evolution. It has a 
unique set of tourism resources that make it an exotic destination and Africa’s kept secret.  
 
Ethiopia is one of the largest nations in Africa with an area of 1.127million sq. km. It is accessible by 
air and land. Its people are welcoming and is a nation where smiling still has a meaning. 
 
Traveling in Ethiopia is like traveling in space and time where legend, History, Culture and Nature 
were orchestrated to please, the God and Goddesses of ancient Africa where every bit of it is now a 
center of exotic experience for many contemporary travelers. 
 
There are three circuits that lead you to discover the cluster of diversified attractions: the Northern 
Route, the Eastern Route and the Southern Route. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

¨ Ethiopia is the origin of mankind. 
¨ Ethiopia has never been colonized. 
¨ Coffee is Ethiopia’s gift to the rest of the world. 
¨ Ethiopia is  a nation  where  the world’s three great religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, 

have coexisted for centuries. 
¨ Ethiopia is one of few nations that has its own alphabet and numerals  
¨ Ethiopia is the fourth largest biodiversity zone in the world. 
¨ Ethiopia has 8 world heritage sites registered by UNESCO. 
¨ Ethiopia is home to more than 850 species of Birds and 277 mam-

mals , of  which 23  birds  and  31 mammals are endemic to Ethiopia.  
  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Visit: www.tourismethiopia.org  

Call: + 251-11-5512310  
Email: tourismethiopia@ethionet.et 
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