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Giving help
abroad

ddie Bergman, 28, graduat-

ed from Northport High

School and founded

Miracle Corners of the
World, a nonprafit group
thar does development
Frojects in Africa. The group
also brings suburban whites
and urban minorities together
for annual retreats in Manhat-
tan to develpp plans for
entreprensurial solutions e
communiry problems. Berg-
man is a graduale of New
York University and teaches
Al the New York City Col-
lege of Technology and ls
execulive director of the
Africa Travel Association.
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“At MNorthport High Schoal,
two teachers, Peter White
angd Anthony Asplin, inspired
me o do two different things
— to po to Nicaragua in 1lth
grade o do volunteer wark,
then to start a Df company. |
realized that anything is
wossible, that the world is
arger than Northport itsell
and there are oppartunities
to get invalved, . . . In 12th
rade, 1 made a presentation
to 2 Uhired Natlons commit-
tee and received a grant to
build cafeterias in schools in
Nicarugos, | learned 1 could
combine oy interests in
business and social projecrs.

Al MY, 1 thought about
how many problems thérs
are in the world, and T waon-
dered if | could do more, T
colvandad Miracle Corners
of the World to bring voung
people together, to do good
works with an entreprenetr-
ial focus, [ wanted to go to
Africa, and 1 sent out 40
letters to different contacts
there, offering to help small
businesses. I gor one re-
sponse, from a nen in Tanza-
ftd, § went over there and
kelped open a garage where
mechanics could train and
work,

"I go ot and Inspire oth-
ers to join ¢ur vislon to get
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active, to create local
change through global ex-
change. We've raised more
than £2 million in cash and
in-kind contributions. We'va
constricted three communi-
ty ¢centers in Sierra Leone,
and have built & health
clinic in Tanzania, and got-
ten more thap 40 American
dentists and doctors 1o
volunteer,

“We're active in (he United
States, too. We have a vouth
teadership rraining program
with over 4 alurnni, includ-
ing lsraelis and Palestinians
who came to work together,

"My grandparents escaped
Mazi Germany, and my par-
enis lefi apartheid South
Africa. T feel a calling, an
urgency to harness enersy
from young people from
different backgrounds, Martin
Luther Eing was a visionary,
and ['ve met Archbishop
Desmond Tam,

“Foould fear being young,
oemg the wrong color, having
the wrong religion, or focus-
ing internationally when
there are so many problems
locally, At the end of the day,
you can let fear eat you up or
you can do your best to make
a difference ®

— DAVE MARCUS
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